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• Where are we now? 

• Who cares? 

• What’s stopping us? 

• What next? 

Open Access in the UK 



• 42 UK institutions have policy statements on open 

access publishing (August 2010) 

– 28 Universities 

– 9 Government bodies (mainly funding councils) 

– Independent research funders e.g. Cancer Research 

 

www.eprints.org/openaccess/policysignup/ 

 

Where are we now? 



SHERPA 

• Develops open access repositories in universities to 

facilitate the rapid and efficient dissemination of 

research 

 

www.sherpa.ac.uk 
 





 

• 1700 + repositories world wide 

– Germany 141 

– UK  176 

 

 

www.opendoar.org 
 

OpenDOAR 



• Institutional repository - Spiral 

 

• Slow but sure progress towards mandate for deposit of 

research publications 

Imperial College and open access: the story so far 



SPIRAL (http://spiral.imperial.ac.uk/) 

• Launched 2008  

• Fully linked with other College systems 

• Full text holdings 

• 4086 items – approximately half MSc theses 

       other half 50% PhD theses 

        and other publications 

Imperial College : Institutional repository 





So far so good but . . . 

why are our repositories still underpopulated? 

 

• Reluctance of academics 

• Difficult to enforce compliance 

• Take up varies by discipline and institution 



Many academics remain wary 

• Concern about their research profile and 

career prospects 

• Reluctance to move from traditional model 

• Uncertainty about copyright issues 

• Fear of extra work 



Meanwhile some publishers . . .  

• are scared! 

• fail to embrace new model 

• apparently unconvinced of the value of OA publishing 



The Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC ) 

 

• Fully committed to open access from the outset 

• Substantial investment in advocacy and practical initiatives to 

promote open access in the UK 

• Uneasy relationship with publishers 

 

www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/topics/opentechnologies/openaccess/ 

 

 

 





Research Funders 

• Funding context more difficult then ever 

• Need for transparency and accountability 

 

All UK Research Councils now have open access policies 

 



By way of example 

Wellcome Trust 

• Major funder of scientific and medical research 

• Explicit requirement to make Wellcome-funded 

research freely available and will pay open 

access publication fees if necessary 

 

www.wellcome.ac.uk/index.htm 

 



As libraries  . . . 

 

we are doing all we can to promote and support OA 

because 

 

• We believe in the free flow of information 

• Ever rising journal subscriptions are unaffordable 



 Major obstacles 

 

• Some publishers’ opposition 

• Researchers’ inertia 

• Perceived difficulty of transition from traditional to 

new model 



Next steps (1) 

• Targeted lobbying about the long term benefits of OA 

• Wholesale move to e-only licences 

• Improved metadata for scholarly communication 



Next steps (2) 

• Honesty about the real costs: 

OPEN ACCESS doesn’t mean FREE! 

• Robust funding for OA (green or gold?) 

• Reliable metrics to demonstrate benefits of OA to the 

UK research community 

• Credible strategy for transition to OA 

 

 Patience – this will not happen overnight 
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